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Abstract 
 

Indian women sought and held knowledge for thousands of years and embody the meeting of Shakti 
(strength) and Shiksha (education).  The paper explores the ages but lost record of Indian currents of 
knowledge' women, from Veda through contemporary reforms of education. The paper seeks to 
reconstitute history in light of feminine philosophers Gargi, Maitreyi, and Lopamudra, whose 
philosophies pervaded philosophical dialogues but whose texts have gone missing with the passage of 
time. The book critically analyses colonial triumphs, social-cultural customs, and patriarchal regimes 
that discredited the continuity of women's education. It does so, yet writes also of survival and revival, 
tracing the redemptive measures of social reformers, the National Education Policy 2020, and recent 
digital interventions towards reclaiming the rightful place of women in knowledge systems. Through 
the convergence of Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS) philosophies, feminist thinking, and 
contemporary policy imagining, the book is framing a world and inclusive understanding of education. 
It senses that in order to bridge the past and the transformation, so that education not only becomes a 
tool for empowerment but a process of re-claiming intellectual traditions itself. Here, the paper 
reaffirms women's education—not as a fleeting fashion but as the restoration of an ancient right, in the 
context of the philosophy of India's intellectual and cultural heritage. 
 

Keywords: Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS), Women’s Education in India, Shakti and Shiksha, 
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Introduction  
Women's education development in India has been deeply aligned with India's cultural, philosophical, 
and social heritage. Its tradition originated with the Vedic period when women were highly honored 
as intellectuals and scholars and greatly contributed to discussions at an intellectual level. Academic 
personalities like Gargi and Maitreyi discussed seriously about metaphysics, as evidence of which one 
finds in Brihadaranyaka Upanishad (Olivelle, 1998). But with colonialism and subsequent socio-
cultural evolutions, systematic exclusion of women from education became a reality (Chakravarti, 
2003). While women were not only recipients but even active beneficiaries of intellectual and spiritual 
pursuits during Vedic times, in the following periods the liberties of women were gradually contracted 
down, thus cutting them off from knowledge systems (Sharma, 1995). The colonial period was an age 
of enormous transformation in India's educational system, where Western systems prevailed over local 
knowledge systems. British policies consciously overlooked women's scholarly contributions and 
sustained patriarchal educational models that excluded them from mainstream scholarship (Ghosh, 
2000). Colonial displacement of Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS) led to a generation gap in the 
transmission of indigenous knowledge, with adverse consequences for women's education. After 
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independence, different government schemes tried to bridge the gap, and initiatives like the National 
Policy on Education (1986) and the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 tried to re-establish inclusive 
education systems (Government of India, 2020). In today's terminology, the renewed uptick in digital 
interventions and policy reforms has introduced new momentum into the debate concerning women's 
education and its interface with India's intellectual capital. NEP 2020 severely emphasizes the inclusion 
of IKS and gender justice in education as an effort towards encouraging inclusive pedagogies to 
empower women (Ministry of Education, 2020). By excavating deep within the pages of history books, 
feminist scholarship traditions, and policy reform, this essay attempts to situate women's education in 
the backdrop of not being a modern-day need but an ancient right to be reclaimed. The confluence of 
Shakti (power) and Shiksha (education) is still at the core of creating an equitable system of knowledge 
for centuries to come. 
 
Research Objectives 
This research seeks to investigate the past and present contexts of women's education in India using 
the IKS paradigm and policy interventions. The objectives specifically are:  
To analyze the evolutionary growth of women's education in India, highlighting its development since 
the Vedic era up to the present moment.  
To analyze the effects of colonial education policies on intellectual participation of women and loss of 
indigenous knowledge traditions. 
To assess post-independence policy reforms (e.g., NPE 1986, SSA 2001, NEP 2020) in ensuring gender-
balanced education.  
To investigate the potential of technology and digital learning platforms to reduce the gender gap in 
education. 
To suggest a framework of incorporating Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS) into contemporary 
education policies in such a way that it guarantees properly balanced and wholesome ways of 
empowering women through education.  
 
Literature Review 
Indian Women's education has its roots in the Indian Schools of Thought (IKS) when women were 
valued as thinkers, intellectuals, and teachers. Gargi, Maitreyi, and Lopamudra are some names that 
have been referenced in the Rigveda and the Upanishads, and these names actively participated in 
intellectual discourse, pointing towards the presence of women in traditional education (Jamison & 
Brereton, 2014; Olivelle, 1998). But socio-cultural evolution, particularly in the later Vedic period, 
brought to a halt women's entry into formal schooling in its expanding pace, upholding patriarchal 
formation that did not open up to women's entry into education (Chakravarti, 2003). The colonial era 
witnessed the defining moment of women's education, when British educational policy gave 
precedence to Western curricula and relegated indigenous knowledge-making to the margins. Lord 
Macaulay's 1835 Minute on Indian Education destroyed traditional learning spaces and re-instituted 
pedagogic hierarchies that were gendered (Forbes, 1996). Scholarship argues that colonial policy 
undervalued indigenous pedagogies as well as excluded women from school (Sen, 2002). Despite this, 
the 19th and early 20th centuries also witnessed the emergence of social reformers such as Savitribai 
Phule and Pandita Ramabai, who advocated for women's education as a source of empowerment and 
social mobility (Thapar-Björkert, 2006). Post-independence, India launched a number of policy 
initiatives to bridge the gender gap in education. Both the National Policy on Education (1986) and the 
Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (2001) have been instrumental in supporting universal education and greater 
female literacy rates (Government of India, 1986, 2001). More recently even, even the National 
Education Policy (NEP) 2020 has made the incorporation of IKS and gender equity in education a point, 
pursuing inclusive curricula which value women's intellectual heritage (Ministry of Education, 2020). 
Online portals, including the SWAYAM and DIKSHA platforms, also enhanced educational access for 
women, particularly those in rural and disadvantaged groups (UNESCO, 2021). Experts recognize that 
education is not just an empowerment process but also a process of restoration of lost intellectual 
heritage. Feminist scholars hold the view that structural imbalances of gender in education persist to 
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block the full inclusion of women into knowledge production and dissemination (Nussbaum, 2011). 
The intersection of technology, policy change, and feminist pedagogy offers one way of addressing 
long-existing gaps and reinstating women within their proper positions in India's educational and 
intellectual legacy (Sen & Mukherjee, 2014).  
 
Research Gap 
In spite of the long research history on women's education in India, humongous research gaps exist in 
understanding its intersection with traditional indigenous knowledge as well as with emerging policy 
trends. The chief gaps found in literature are:  
Limited evidence regarding the likelihood that IKS could inform women's education – while studies 
emphasize women's accounts in the Vedic era, limited systematic studies are conducted looking at how 
prior systems of knowledge can be restored and integrated into today's curricula. 
Lack of proper analysis of colonial interruptions – The majority of research is concerned with British 
education policies but does not critically analyze their long-term effect on women's exclusion from 
spheres of intellectual activity.  
Policy evaluation gap with reference to gender equality – Even though policies such as NEP 2020 give 
importance to inclusive education, research on how to analyze their implementation and effectiveness 
for women is lacking. 
 
Methodology 

The research employs a qualitative methodology that incorporates historical examination, policy 
examination, and thematic content analysis to explore the history of women's education in Indian 
Knowledge Systems (IKS) and its applicability in the modern period. Employing the utilization of 
historical documents, government policy, and academic journals, the methodology offers an integrated 
and situated interpretation of the subject. 

Research Design: The study uses the historical-analytical approach in tracing the trajectory of women's 
education from the Vedic period to the present day in India. The policy analysis framework is used to 
forecast the impact of various education policies on empowering women, and thematic content analysis 
identifies trends in e-learning and the role of the same in gender inclusivity. Multidisciplinarity enables 
examination of how knowledge traditions have impacted and ongoingly shape women's education in 
depth.  

Sources of Data: The research draws on secondary sources of data for diverse and equally balanced 
results. The main sources of data are:  

Ancient Scriptural and Literary Sources: Classical writings such as the Rigveda, Upanishads, and 
Smritis that document women's intellectual achievements of ancient India (Jamison & Brereton, 2014; 
Olivelle, 1998).  

Colonial and Historical Documents: British colonial government education policy, Macaulay's Minute 
(1835), and how they dismantled indigenous systems of education (Forbes, 1996; Ghosh, 2000).  

Government Policy and Reports: Significant policy documents such as National Policy on Education 
(1986), Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (2001), and National Education Policy (2020) (Government of India, 
1986; 2001; 2020).  

Scholarly Literature and Academic Articles: Books and academic journals published by prominent 
sources such as Cambridge University Press, Oxford University Press, Routledge, and Economic and 
Political Weekly (Sen & Mukherjee, 2014; Nussbaum, 2011).  

Reports on Digital Learning and Technology:  Reports from UNESCO, UNDP, and government reports 
evaluating the effect of digital learning on increasing women's access to education (UNESCO, 2021; 
Mishra & Jha, 2020). 

Data Analysis: Historical Analysis: It examines the history of women's education over different eras, 
that is, the Vedic period, the colonial period, and post-independence India.  
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Policy Review: Reviews significant education reforms and gender equity implications arising 
therefrom, with reference to IKS. 

Thematic Content Analysis: Unfolds emerging themes of women empowerment, e-learning, and policy 
reforms and its intersection with prevailing educational practice.  

Ethical Considerations: Given the fact that only secondary sources of research are done, ethics become 
academic integrity, referencing, and correct citation of the sources. Every caution has been taken while 
using government-authorised, worldwide accepted, peer-reviewed sources for ensuring utmost 
reliability and validity in the analysis.   

It undertakes a critical, historically attuned, policy-relevant style of research while attempting to map 
the educationally empowered women in the Indian Knowledge System. 

Technology interventions in women's education awaiting research – While online learning platforms 
have opened doors to education, empirical research that examines their efficacy in addressing gender 
gaps, particularly among marginalized and rural communities, awaits.  

Absence of an integrated model that combines history, policy, and technology – There is no previous 
research that has suggested an integrated model that combines historical information, policy changes, 
and technological efforts to develop a total education system for women.  

Through attempts to bridge these gaps, this study attempts to add to the discussion on retrieving the 
intellectual heritage of women and constructing actionable recommendations towards an equitable, 
culturally responsive system of education. 

 
Discussion 

The course of history in the education of women in India brings into relief the changing condition of 
women within systems of knowledge. The Vedic age was marked by the presence of women as 
intellectual and philosophical contributors and thinkers such as Gargi and Maitreyi who participated 
in intellectual discussions (Jamison & Brereton, 2014; Olivelle, 1998). But subsequent social reforms 
such as the increase in patriarchal processes and colonial efforts disenfranchised women from 
conventional education (Forbes, 1996; Chakravarti, 2003). Colonial education brought Western systems 
on a higher priority level, thrusting indigenous learning traditions aside, and limiting entry of women 
in education (Ghosh, 2000).  
Post-independence reforms like the National Policy on Education (1986) and Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan 
(2001) tried to address gender imbalances, but the struggle continued because of deeply rooted socio-
cultural values (Government of India, 1986; 2001). The National Education Policy (2020) sees a future-
oriented strategy through the incorporation of Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS) and information and 
communication technology interventions for widening education opportunities among women 
(Ministry of Education, 2020). Structural inequalities continue despite progress, and a combined 
strategy that utilizes historical research, feminist theory, and policy guidelines towards sustainable 
empowerment is needed.  
 
Key Findings: The study acknowledges that women's education in India has experienced significant 
change, ranging from intellectual superiority in the Vedic age to systematic exclusion under colonialism 
and further resurgence by contemporary policies. Colonial intervention into Indian Knowledge 
Systems (IKS) had a significant effect on women's intellectual engagement (Forbes, 1996). Nevertheless, 
post-independence policy measures such as the National Education Policy (2020) focus on reviving 
traditional practice and enhancing gender equality in education (Government of India, 2020).  Another 
fascinating fact is that of gender bridging by e-learning. E-learning portals have imparted women 
convenient and flexible education, particularly at rural levels (UNESCO, 2021). Socio-cultural 
prejudices are still restricting participation by women in higher education and research (Nussbaum, 
2011). To eliminate such issues, an integrated approach is presented as an amalgam of historical 
heritages, feminist principles, and recent policy action to fashion equitable and lasting education 
empowerment among Indian women. 
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Future Directions and Recommendations 
For long-term development in education and women's empowerment in India, a comprehensive effort 
through historical, technology-based, and policy-integrated strategies has to be made. Future studies 
have to include an examination of reimagining Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS) on gender categories 
to guarantee documentation and reintroduction of earlier intellectual histories with women as major 
actors. More research in archives on ancient and medieval Indian female thinkers may be helpful in 
piecing together women's contributions to the philosophies and pedagogies. Policymakers need to 
enhance gender-responsive policies in the National Education Policy (2020) by adopting inclusive 
curricula focusing on women's intellectual contributions through history. Increased digital literacy 
classes specifically designed for women, particularly in rural locations, can address the digital divide 
(UNESCO, 2021). Mentorship programs need to be designed by institutions for women in higher 
education and research, which can promote leadership within academia. Furthermore, breaking 
structural socio-cultural barriers demands focused community outreach programs to counter 
patriarchal norms excluding women from learning. Partnerships of government, academia, and civil 
society are critical to shaping a balanced system of knowledge whereby women are returned to their 
role of intellectual producers and agents of transformation.  
 
Conclusion 

The earlier record of the education of women in India offers a rich dialectical movement of 
empowerment and repression. From the Vedic age, when women like Gargi and Maitreyi were the 
bulwarks of the intellectual traditions, to the colonial era, which dominated programmatically their 
deprivation of education, the arena of women's studies has seen titanic transformations. The 
incorporation of Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS) into contemporary education, as emphasized by the 
National Education Policy (2020), offers a great opportunity to reclaim women's intellectual capital 
from the depths of history and position them as significant knowledge producers.  This research puts 
into sharp focus the structural limitations—colonial displacement, socio-cultural taboo, and 
technological imbalances—that have impeded the educational advancement of women. But increased 
emphasis on electronic learning, policy reforms, and feminist epistemological discourses presents a 
viable exit option for women to regain their education rights. Through recollecting collective amnesia, 
inclusive curricula, and empowering technology, India can create a level playing field in education 
where Shakti (power) and Shiksha (education) intersect to re-fashion women's empowerment. 
Over the coming years, collective work in terms of policy action, web accessibility, and interaction with 
civil society will have to be implemented in an effort to render education an empowering force and a 
wellspring of rejuvenation of intellectual heritage. Placing women's education back on the noble 
pedestal of an age-old right and not a new privilege is the mandate in the process of achieving real 
gender equality in knowledge systems. 
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